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But the treaty of 1887 was necessarily unstable. The continuance
of an alliance between tsarist Bussia and Germany was contrary to*
the interests of the ruling classes of both countries. The tsarist govern*
ment, in the interests of the Bussian bourgeoisie, introduced a high
tariff on imported manufactures. This measure adversely affected^
the German manufacturers. On the other hand, the Prussian landtords-
.(the Junkers) could not reconcile themselves to the competition of Bus-
sian corn imports and high duties were imposed on Bussian grain-
imported into Germany. The tariff was subsequently raised still higher.
The Bussian landlords were thus deprived of a profitable market.,
Furthermore, Bismarck retaliated to the introduction of protective-
tariffs in tsarist Bussia by closing the German money market to Bus*
sian loans.

With an intense tariff war going on, there was no renewal of the
treaty of 1887. The non-renewal of the treaty between Bussia and Ger-
many, the tariff war with Germany and the grave conflict between
Bussia and England combined with internal economic troubles creat-
ed a difficult situation for Bussia. In 1891-1892 Bussia was visited
by a terrible famine which dislocated the already disorganized nation-
al finances still more. What with the growing aggressiveness of impe-
rialist Germany, which became particularly manifest upon the acces-
sion of Wilhelm II, and Bussia*s acute need of capital, tsarism was
compelled to form an alliance with republican Trance. Soon Bussiaiu
tsarism became a debtor, dependent on French bankers. In addition
to rendering financial assistance,, the French government undertook
to keep the Bussian political emigrants in France under police surveil-
lance.

A Franco-Bussian alliance was established by a number of treaties
concluded in 1891-1893, under which tsarism occupied a subordinate
position. Tsarist Bussia undertook to place 800,000 men in the field
against Germany in the event of the latter attacking France. Charac-
terizing the role of tsarist Bussia as an immense reserve of western
imperialism, J. V. Stalin wrote that Bussia was such a reserve "not
only in that it gave free entry to foreign capital, which controlled
such basic branches of Bussia's national economy as the fuel and metal
industries, but also in that it could supply the western imperialists
with millions of soldiers.95*

Its predatory strivings balked in the Near East, tsaiism in the
early 'nineties turned its attention to the Far East, where the construc-
tion of the Siberian railway was started and preparations made for
the seizure of Korea and Manchuria.
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